
If you are looking for a way to express yourself more 
creatively with your outdoor images, Morag Paterson 
suggests you leave your tripod behind and start panning

ImpressIonIst 
photography

Ever thought of trying something 
completely different? Taking 
impressionistic style photos 
requires an open mind and  
a willingness to bend some of the 
traditional rules of landscape 
photography (for once you can 
leave that tripod at home!). 

Despite this, the importance of 
good exposure, composition and 
technique remain paramount. 
Interesting light still also plays 
its part in the final image.

The first things to do are to 
think ‘out of the box’ and be 
patient. Try to slow down and 

give yourself time. You’re not 
always looking for an obvious or 
classic view or perspective. It is 
often an unexpected subject that 
gives the most spectacular 
result. Look for colours, texture, 
pattern and/or symmetry that 
you can get creative with. 

Step-by-Step

1 Set the camera to 
shutter priority or 

manual with a shutter 
speed of around 0.4sec. 
Then make small speed 
adjustments as necessary 
from this point.

2 Shoot using a 
movement that 

mimics the strongest 
lines in the subject, e.g. 
vertical for trees, side to 
side for horizons.

3 For a smoother effect 
commence your 

movement before you 
click the shutter.

4 Review results in the 
LCD and adjust your 

movements as necessary 
– zoom in on areas of the 
image to see details.

5 To alter the effect try 
different types of 

movement; side to side, 
up and down, backwards 
and forwards. 

6 Because you are 
dragging one light 

source across another, 
shadow and highlight 
areas may be less intense 
than you normally get. 
You can compensate by 
increasing contrast levels 
in post-production.

 

Workshop Pro Tip

This seascape was taken using  
a short telephoto lens just after 
the sun had set, resulting in cooler 
colours at the bottom of the picture 
and warmer ones at the top. The 
camera was moved from side to 
side, covering an angle of view of 
about 20-30 degrees. A longer 
shutter speed was used, so less 
movement was required to achieve 
the softness. ISO 50, 2sec at f/32

Trees offer a wealth of 
opportunities to explore 
with this technique. This 
example was captured in 
a swirling mist. A long, 
gentle, up and down 
movement with a very 
slight sideways wave 
was used following the 
lines of the trees.  
ISO 50, 0.4sec at f/11
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Morag Paterson is a landscape 
photographer based in Dumfries 
and Galloway. For details about  
her photography workshops visit  
www.leemingpaterson.com


