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Carbon
Landscape photographers leeming + paterson have captured some 
extraordinarily ethereal images for their new exhibition, Zero Footprint, at the 
Joe Cornish Gallery in Northallerton. Living North found out more
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H
usband and wife team Ted Leeming and Morag 
Paterson (leeming + paterson) are landscape 
photographers based in southwest Scotland. In an 
unusual way of working, the couple share ideas on 
an ongoing basis and review each other’s works in 
progress, developing ideas and building images over 
time until one captures what they feel is the final 
picture at any given time.  Both quite competitive, 
they find this way of working very motivational and 
sign their prints jointly to reflect their dual input. 
leeming + paterson’s work very much focuses on 

the rural outdoors although they have been known to have an occasional foray into urban 
settings. Generally the couple aim to convey a sense of place and atmosphere with their 
images, often straying towards very abstract compositions. 
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‘Zero Footprint features 
a series of subtle and 
atmospheric photographs 
which follow the changing 
seasons.’ 
In October 2011 they opened leeming + paterson @ Joe Cornish 
Galleries in Northallerton. ‘Run by a fantastic team,’ Morag 
says, ‘this gallery is iconic in the world of British landscape 
photography. We had exhibited there before and when the 
chance came up to take a full time space on the first floor we 
leapt at the opportunity of working with them again.’ 

Their new exhibition at Joe Cornish Galleries is called Zero 
Footprint, and features a series of subtle and atmospheric 
photographs which follow the changing seasons. Morag explains 
‘We had just built a low-carbon home and decided to explore a 
photography project with a minimal carbon footprint and how 
that in turn impacts on creativity. All the photographs were taken 
from the same place in Dumfries and Galloway over a period of 
roughly two years. We relied entirely on available natural light, 
and hope to follow this experiment with more phases, including 
night photography – the area has Dark Sky Status.’ 

The couple have been greatly inspired by the gallery’s 
surroundings, and hope to begin photographing Yorkshire: ‘We 
have a date with the Dales sometime soon!’ 

Zero Footprint opens on 20th January, and will be at 
Joe Cornish Galleries until May. 
www.joecornishgallery.co.uk
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